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REAL JESUS BOOK REVIEWS 
Following are a couple of reviews of Mr. Ted
Armstrong's new book, which we thouqht you'd be interested in reading.
THE REAL JESUS by Garner Ted Armstrong. Sheed Andrews and McMeel.
280 pp. $8.95. The Armstrongs, by their radio programs, have engendered much comment and even enough opposition to be counted controversial, but this book is Biblical enough and so able in its style
of writing that it is difficult to find fault with it. The publishers in their promotion of it have tried to cast it in a more
sensational light than the text justifies, as when they say that
Jesus "was a taxpaying operator of a family business . . . owned at
least one nice home and probably two." Such allusions in the book
itself, are to the "probability'' of such matters, based on a Scripture
passage which says Jesus was "at r.ome" i n Ca?ernaum. Armstrong's
method, when he tries to present unusual aspects of the Jesus he
envisions, rests largely on deduc tior.s f rom tte Biblica l t ext , in
light of background infornation o~ the Holy Land o~ that day. The
imaginative process is called inco ?lay in some p~esu~ed conversations,
but the Bible student will find that tne book lives up to the author's belief that "the Bible interprets itself (and) is the word of God."
The orthodox Christian will find far less to criticize in this reconstru~tion of Jesus' life than in the presentation made every Sunday
in some "liberal" pulpits. (From the Augusta Chronicle, Dec. 1,
1977.)
THE REAL JESUS. By Garner Ted Armstrong. Sheed, Andrews & McMeel,
Inc. November 1977. $8.95. You will read this book with mixed
emotions. At times you wonder if this is the Jesus you know, but
you will also decide the saviour is intensely human.
Garner Ted Armstrong has been tremendously successful on television,
and the book is written in the same manner the author uses before
an audience. You can read along, close your eyes, and get a mental
image of Garner ~ed Armstrong just as if he were speaking on the
tube.
Regular fans will enjoy the book, and others will gain new insights.
(from "The Book Report," winter 1977 /78.)
(pp. 1-2)

LETTER COMMENTS
MPC is r8cei ving many corn.men ts i:: response to >1r. Ted Armstrong's
book, THE REAL JESUS. The cook is havir.g a very positive influence on the membership, as this week's comments show. It is also interestina to note that the entire f.irst printing of the book is now completely exhausted! The publishers will have additional copies available
in February. The copies acquired by the Church are also exhausted
due to a greater worldwide member demand than was anticipated. Because
of this, the later requests will remain on hold until additional copies
can be acquired.
As I have just finished reading THE REAL ~ESUS, I must do something I.'ve never done in response to a publication of any kind--
write to express my pleasant amazement.
I must admit that even though I looked forward to reading the
book, I planned to skim quickly through it just to make sure I
wasn't missing out on something. I didn't expect to learn from
it. After all , hadn't I been seriously studying the Bible for
a number of years, even aside from my four years of college
studies which included a theology major? And hadn't I read books
and articles on the subject of portraying Christ? And all of
this was in addition to the countless articles I had carefully
studied by the book's very author along the line of what Christ
was and is like. How much more, of importance, could be added
to such a basic subjec~ ~
I began reading THE REAL JESUS. I couldn't skim over it--it was
too interesting! And the coherently detailed and colorful style
of writing which flowed through the entirety of the book made
it all so unbelievably seeable I had to continue "watching" the
scenes unfold even well past my usual bedtime!
But what was more important than enjoying it was that I clearly
learned more about the real Jesus. Not only about what those
times were like during His earthly life as a man and about the
astonishing records left by important historians, but to my
almost embarrassed surprise I learned more about what is actually
recorded about Hirn in the Bible itself--passages I had read over,
time and again, without really noticing the meaning.
In short, I'm waiting for Mr. Garner Ted Armstrong's next book--
and the next. About anything. And however simple the subject
seems, I won't be surprised to learn from it.
--Thomas J. Anderson (Fort Smith, AR)
I just had to write to tell you I loved THE REAL JESUS. Thank
you so much for that book. Your pen (or typewriter) must have
"sung." So many of the passages keep echoing in my memory. God
surely must have inspired you and must be very pleased. How
graphic! You also must feel "poured out" because no one except
one who feels vhry deeply could write with so much verve expressing sympat y, understanding and empathy. How could anyone
reading this book fail to see what a (I hesitate to use the word
because in some instances it has become trite) wonderful person
He is and was. What a great person! What a great God! English
language, although verbose, fails miserably someti~es to express
exactly what is meant, and to add to that burden, King James
English.
The world will fail to appreciate this fine literature and will
probably malign it; out the future will reverse that. I hope
the ones having their minds opened now will (by His Spirit
making this possible) obtain the truly great book. Those who
find their balloons burst and their favorite myths expos2d
stumble at the word anyway. Those whose minds are opened ur are
being opened wi:l rejoice as I do. Thank you again. --Sandra A. Escobar (Cleveland, TX)
I received your book, THE REAL JESUS, in yesterday's mail and
have already completed the first fourteen chapters. Once you
begin reading it, it is impossible to put the book down. Although
I still have six chapters to complete, may I offer my sincere congratulations on an outstanding work. You have truly succeeded in
making Jesus 11 "."o'ne alive." Please do not feel ashamed or embarrassed by your picture on the cover. It is a good picture!
--Larry W. Rothrock (Fort Leavenworth, KS)
I have finished reading your book, THE REAL JESUS. It is excellent. We wish to thank you for your generous arranqement to give
us members a free copy oc th~ book. My husband hasn't read it
yet but I know he will f~cl the same way I do.
Your descriptions are excellent. I am taking a writincr cciurse
so I am learning the importance of words--descriptions; etc. I
commend you heartily for making Jesus known to those who have
"eyes to see" and "ears to hear." It will be a big help in
teaching our two preschoolers the truth now and as they get
older. I commend you for writing the book. It is sorely
needed in this sick world.
--Mrs. Marilyn Braley (Houston, TX)
One evening last week I stopped in at a local bookstore to
browse and I saw about seven copies of THE REAL JESUS. A few
days later I stopped again and this time there were only two
copies left! So people in Springfield are purchasing it.
--Gene Fox (Springfield, OH) 
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